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Paul the Eifth, in the first year of his pontificate, on Sunday, January 8, AJD. 1606.' "
According to the Koman account, then, the body of Gregory continued in St. Peter's. On the other hand, there is a certain amount of evidence that, during the pontificate of Eugenius the Second, in the year 826, the body was brought to France and placed in the Monastery of St. Medard at Soissons. Odilo the monk informs us that in this year Eodoinus, prior of St. Medard, went to Borne to beg the body of St. Sebastian, and that when he was there he bribed the sacristans of St. Peter's, and in the night opened the tomb of Gregory and removed the remains, which he afterwards carried back with him to Soissons, together with the body of St. Sebastian.1 This story, of course, is at variance with the statement of the Papal Biographer and John the Deacon, that the body was removed to a new tomb in Borne by Gregory the Fourth, who did not become Pope until 827; and on this matter the Papal Biographer and John are undoubtedly better authorities than Odilo. Nevertheless, very many writers in the following centuries speak of the body of Gregory as being at Soissons,2 and St. Thomas of Canterbury made a pilgrimage to that city to invoke the help of "the apostle of the Church of England, who lyeth in the same towne intombed." There is a story, moreover, that when in 1564 the Huguenots sacked the churches and monasteries of Soissons and burned many of the relics, the remains of Gregory, wrapped in a cloth, were flung into the moat; but instead of sinking they floated on the surface and were subsequently recovered.3 Perhaps the simplest way of accounting for the tradition of the translation of the body to Soissons is to suppose that, not indeed the whole body, but some portion of it, was actually brought into France, and that this was commonly spoken of as " the body of St. Gregory." 4 This, at any rate, seems to be the only satisfactory method of harmonizing the Boman and the French traditions.
1  Odilo De Translatione Religuiarum SS. Sebastiani Martyris et Gregorii Papae c. 15.    Of. JEp. ad Ingrannum c. I (Migne P. L. cxxxii.).
2  Acta Sanctorum 12 March; Mabillon ap. Migne P. L. cxsxii. p. 577.
3  Acta Sanctorum January ii. pp. 295, 296, Deiisdem Religuiis S. Sebastiani itemqiie SS, Gregorii et Medardi a Calvinistarum furore servatis: also ibid. 12 March.
4  Baronius, ad aim. 827, c, 34.